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Torah Wellsprings

Mikeitz - Chanuka

Bitachon: Trust in Hashem
Alone

It states at the end of last
week's parashah 40:23) 921 X
et Ao Ny opwinn T, "The
Sar HaMashkim  didn't
remember Yosef and he
forgot him."

The meforshim ask why
there is a double expression.

Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe,
end of Vayeshev) writes, "The Sar
HaMashkim didn't speak at
all about Yosef. This is the
meaning of Dpwnd T 12} X
aov 08, he didn't mention
Yosef with his mouth. This
resulted in Yosef also
forgetting the Sar
HaMashkim, as it states
e, Yosef forgot the Sar
HaMashkim, and he lost
hope of being saved through
him. And after this yeush,
(41:1) DI TYIDY D) DO VR T,
'It happened at the end of
the two years to the day:
Pharaoh was dreaming....'

because man's help is false,
and only Hashem can save."

In other words, it was for
Yosef's benefit that he lost
hope in the Sar HaMashkim.
This brought him to only
trust in Hashem. When that
occurred, immediately,
Pharaoh had his dream, and
Yosef's salvation began. (we
are saying this so that we can learn
lessons from it. But obviously we have
no perception of Yosef’s greatness, and

his high level of bitachon.)

The Gemara (Gitin 7a)
states, "If a person sees that
his parnassah is tight, he
should give from his money
to tzedakah." What is the
explanation of this Gemara?
Why will tzedakah, more
than any other mitzvah,
help him earn parnassah in
abundance? Furthermore, if
he is tight on money,
shouldn’t he be cautious
with his money and hold on
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to it? Why should he give
tzedakah now?

Kedushas Levi (Chidushei
Agados, Agadata d'Sabei Atuna, Shaalah 6)
explains that when one gives
money to tzedakah, "He
shows that he doesn't trust
in his money. On the
contrary, he trusts Hashem."
Thereby, he is attached to
Hashem, "and this will bring
him brachos. Wherever he
will turn, he will succeed,
and his parnassah will
increase immensely." As it
states (Mishlei 11:24) 791 NOH v°
7w, "There is one who
scatters and yet is given
more." He is generous with
his money, he is 9io%, he
spreads out his money to
give to others, and because
he trusts in Hashem, 7y 5o%),
he will earn even more.!

Benefits of Hardships

It states (@41:52) M DY PN
MW YIND DEDN 197 02 DUIDN NI,
"The name of the second he
called Efraim, for 'Hashem
has made me fruitful in the
land of my suffering."

Mei Hashiluach (s )
writes that Yosef understood
that he merited o5y 97 %3,
success, because he was 7583
»y. He thanked Hashem for
the suffering because he
understood that through it,
he attained his success.

The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba
91:100  states, "Hakadosh
Baruch Hu said, 'l am
working to make his son the
king of Mitzrayim, and he
says, 43:6) Ty17 °° ooy o}
my 0% wa w8y, 'Why have
you done bad to me, by
telling the man that you

1. Reb Rafael of Bershad zt'l said that if someone doesn't have
bitachon, he should have bitachon that Hashem will help him,

even without his bitachon.

The Satmar Rebbe zt'l said to a person who told him that he
doesn't have bitachon, "For this problem, you should also utilize
bitachon. Have bitachon that Hashem will help you attain

bitachon."
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have another brother?" The
Ramchal (Daas Tevunos 1"72 "D
omy) writes, "This is a lesson
for all areas (sxps) that when
Hakadosh ~ Baruch  Hu
desires to give greatness to a
person, or to the world, the
good will only come in
concealed ways, and
therefore, he will suffer
some tzaar first. This is as
Chazal (Brachos  5a) say,
'Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave
three precious gifts to Bnei
Yisrael, all of which were

given only by means of
suffering."

We learn this concept
from the shamesh that stands
above the Chanukah lecht.
The shamesh isn’t as kadosh
as the other lecht, as it’s not
part of the mitzvah.
Nevertheless, it stands
above them all. The Maharil
(Hilchos Chanukah 3) explains,
"mhynb obow owS ey, "A hint
is 'to place the humble on
high' (yov 5:11)." Its lowness is
why it is raised higher.?

2. It states in parashas Vayeishev (37:2) ny mya mi7 my nawy vaw 13 fov
DIPIN N 7YY DO2T NN AT NI 1IN WY 92732 NN) 7722 003 DY W3 N INED VI,
"Yosef was seventeen years old, being a shepherd, he was with his
brothers with the flocks, and he was a lad, and was with the sons
of Bilhah and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives, and Yosef
brought evil tales about them to their father." The Chasam Sofer
zt'l (w77 wm) explains that Yaakov sent Yosef to befriend his
brothers, the m a1 33, the sons of Leah. But the brothers didn't
want to befriend him and sent him to the mnown »3, the children
of the handmaids. This was the lashon hara that Yosef told his
father. He told his father that his brothers refused to accept him,
and they were pushing him away. When his brothers heard what
Yosef was saying about them, they said (37:8) S ox w5y o Tona
u3 Sviom, "Will you reign over us, or will you govern us?" What
they meant was that since Yosef wasn't accepting his humiliation,
he couldn't become king. "This is because there is a concept: from
prison one becomes king. This means that from the lowest level,
one reaches the highest. As it states (Tehillim 113:7) 1v3% 0 FBwNY,
Hashem raises people from the lowest depths. Therefore (37:8) 1o
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1927 59 voindn Sy nx Ny Ty, "They continued further to hate him on
account of his dreams and his words." They felt there was no truth
to his royal aspirations.

In parashas Vayeishev, the Baal HaTurim teaches us that Tamar
merited being the mother of royalty, that malchus Beis Dovid
came from her, because she endured suffering. It states (Bereishis
38:14) mow 91 °9, she saw that Shelah, Yehudah's third son, was old
enough to marry, but Yehudah wasn't giving him to her for
marriage. She thought to herself that there was no hope for her.
Her first two husbands (Yehudah's first two sons, |1 ) died, and
Yehudah wasn't giving her his third son. But this was the catalyst
for the greatness that emerged from her.

The Baal HaTurim notes that the words 57> are written three
times in Tanach. One is in the pasuk stated above. The other is
(Bereishis 26:13) Tx» 573 °> 7y, "until he had grown very great". The
third is (Iyov 2:13) mN» 2801 5715, "The pain was very severe." The
Baal HaTurim writes,mii X 7y Mo 75w 2807 5T mow 5702 AnNw »awa
a8 500 7Y S P e T 2 mobn, "Because she saw that mHw 50,
Shelah had grown up, 28271571 she had great distress that he wasn't
given to her in marriage. In this merit, the kingdom of Beis Dovid
came from her, x8n 7305 79 51 990 w, which became greater and
greater." In other words, she merited all her greatness because of
the tzaar she endured. For this is the way of the world: From the
hardships, greatness is attained. Greatness is given to those who
have suffered.

Rebbe Tzaddok HaKohen (Pri Tzaddik, Mikeitz, 5) teaches that on the
final night that Yosef was in prison, he contemplated his deeds
and found them to be lacking. He determined that his deeds
(according to his level) weren't good enough, and he was being
punished by Heaven. He became very sad and depressed, and he
almost lost hope. But then Yosef HaTzaddik strengthened himself
with his emunah in Hashem and with thoughts of hope. In that
merit, he was freed from prison and was placed on the throne as
the second to the king.

For the first few years after his chasunah, Reb Meir of Apta, the
author of Or 1'Shamayim, and his wife were extremely poor. There
were days when there was literally nothing to eat, and they went
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It states (42:1) %3 3py XM
Dn3 Ty, and the
Aharon (Vayigash) writes that

Beis

72w can mean hope (as in
Tehillim 146:5) PPN 71 5p 13w, "His
hope is in Hashem, his G-d."
This that in
Mitzrayim, representing

implies

hard times, there is hope.

In fact, specifically
because of hard times,
Hashem raises us to the
highest levels.

Tzror HaMor writes that
this is what happened to the
Chashmonaim. They reached
the lowest level; they were
the only people fighting

hungry. Once, the rebbetzin had some xp™7, porridge, but she
didn't have a pot in which to prepare it. So she went to a neighbor
and borrowed a pot. She was happy that her holy husband would
finally have something to eat to satisfy his hunger.

The problem was that the food was still in the pot when the
neighbor came to take it back, and the rebbetzin didn't have a dish
to pour the food into. She asked the neighbor to wait a few minutes
until her husband came home from his learning, but the neighbor
insisted that she needed the pot immediately. During these
moments that she was pleading with the neighbor, the pot fell,
and all the porridge spilled on the ground. Everything was ruined.
There was nothing edible to eat.

This was the proverbial "straw that broke the camel's back". The
Rebbetzin broke down and cried bitterly over her sad financial
situation, which they have endured for several years. Just then,
her holy husband came home. He heard her cries and saw her
tears. He asked her what happened, and she told him the entire
story. Reb Meir calmed her down and told her, "This was the last
test.. For now on, we will be eating from silver dishes." A few
days later, the leaders of the city of Stavanitz came to their home
to invite Reb Meir to be their rav. On Pesach, a wealthy person
from Stavanitz gave them a present: silver dishes! (written in Gedulos
HaTzaddikim). When they came to their lowest place, that is when
they received their salvation.
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against the large army of the
Yevanim. But from that low
place came their salvation.

He writes that this is
alluded to in the chapter
(Tehillim 30), which discusses
the Chanukas Beis
HaMikdash during the days
of the Chashmonaim. It states
there, 29y3 %393 o»r o83 P17 3
M3 979221°22 1, "For His wrath
lasts but a moment; life
results from His favor; in
the evening, weeping may
tarry, but in the morning,
there is joyful singing."
There was a moment of
worry and despair, but from
that low place came the joy
of the salvation.’

One of the benefits of
hardships is that the
Shechinah is with the person
then.

Reb Shmuel Wosner
(Chanukah Drush 13) tells that his
Rebbe, Reb Meir Shapiro
zt'l, went to perform the
mitzvah bikur cholim for one
of his outstanding students
who had become deathly ill,
r'l. The student was a giant
talmid chacham, and despite
his illness, he was happy.
Reb Meir Shapiro asked him
how he was able to be in
this state of contentment.
The student replied, "Chazal
(Shabbos 12b) say that the
Shechinah is above the head
of the ill. But they also say
(Shabbos 30b) that the Shechinah
won't reside on someone
who is sad. Now that the
Shechinah is above my head
due to my illness, should I
banish the Shechinah by
being sad? I must force
myself to be happy so that

3. It states (Tehillim 69:2) w53 Ty D 1822 EON Meh, "Save me, Hashem,
for water has come up to my soul." And then it states (ibid pasuk
14) h37 0y 71 77 °0%on N), "But, as for me, may my tefillah to You,
Hashem, be in an acceptable time." The Mei HaShiloach zt'l (7=
opown) says that this tells us that when one goes through hard
times, he should pray to Hashem, for these times are an eis ratzon

for his tefillos to be answered.
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the Shechinah will remain The holy Ruzhiner zt'l
with me." would say, "The yesurim of
the nefesh are like the

The Maharal b, o
e Maharal (Gur Aryeh, 'm yesurim of the body, and

v ) teaches that when )
Chazal say the Shechinah they are even worse." So,

resides above the head of also for them, the Shechinah
the ill, it isn't just the ill.  is above their heads.

Whoever feels down and
broken, Hashem is there
with them. The reason
Hashem resides above the
head of the ill is that it states
(Yeshayah 57:15) 9D N2T [INY 1IOWN
m7, "[am with the despondent

Whoever suffers wom ™o
am, afflictions in the realm
of his soul or in the realm of
his body, he should know
that the Shechinah is with

and 10W1y of spirit,” to him. (And who doesn’t have these

revive them. And no one is  yeswim?) And now that the
more x>7 than someone who  Shechinah is with him, he

is sick. But if he is down for =~ must be cautious not to
some other reason, Hashem  banish the Shechinah from
will be with him, as well, to  himself by remaining
encourage him. b’simcha.*

4. Sometimes, the Shechinah is concealed, and the person doesn't
see the hashgachah pratis in his life. It can be compared to a
dreidel that is turning swiftly, and at that time, no letters can be
seen. Similarly, in his life, he doesn't see any letters of Hashem,
any sign of hashgachah pratis or of Hashem's kindness. But he
shouldn't despair. Continue dancing, and the time will come when
you will see the letters, and you will understand how it was all
for the good.

The dreidel's primary function is to spin quickly on its axis. When
it spins, and you can't see the letters, that is a sign that the dreidel
is functioning correctly. So, too, at these concealed times in a
person's life, he should understand that those times are correct
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Zerizus

It states (43:6) 17 N7 N
N 027 T LAND Ti? 2 Dovan,
"Yisrael said [to his children],
"Why have you harmed me,
by telling the man that you
have another brother?"

Yaakov was upset with
his children for telling the
ruler that they had another
brother, because now the
ruler was asking for
Binyamin. Yaakov's children
explained that the "ruler" of
Mitzrayim knew everything
about them. He even knew
what type of wood they
used for cribs. So, when he
asked them whether they
had another brother, they
felt obliged to tell him the
truth.

Rashi @43:7) writes, >3y 120N
N5 1 wmomy, "He even
revealed to us the wood of
our cribs." With these words,
Yaakov Avinu's children
explained to their father that

the ruler of Mitzrayim knew
everything about them.

What was unique about
the cribs in their home? It
certainly isn't a coincidence
that this conversation took
place, and that it is recorded
in Rashi and in midrashim
for all generations to know.

2 230 NN 1P (printed in 5546)
quotes another Midrash
(Bereishis Rabba 53:10) regarding
cribs. It states, moy " NS
WAR 0N 5w a3 KON TYmn,
which means that the first
rocking crib was in Avraham
Avinu's home.

We must understand the
significance of this statement
as well.

e e M 1P explains that
Avraham Avinu excelled in
the trait of zrizus, as Chazal
(Pesachim 4a) say, 2P0 P9
mmend, that the zrizim are
quick to perform mitzvos.
We learn this from Avraham

and good, because his primary purpose is to pass tests like those.
Things don’t occur randomly or out of control. These difficult
situations are tests Hashem prepared for mankind.
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Avinu, as it states (Bereishis
22:3) 72307728 02w, "Avraham
woke up early in the
morning."

Avraham also excelled in
the trait of chinuch, as it
states (Bereishis 18:19) 1y107 YRV *3
3 oy My Wy, "For I have
loved him, because he
commands his children..."

Zerizus has two primary
benefits. One is that it helps

people perform mitzvos.
Mesilas  Yesharim  (chs6)
writes, "One needs to be
very clever and have

foresight to grasp mitzvos
and to merit to perform
them and not lose them.
Because just as the yetzer
hara tries with his tricks to
cause people to fall into the
trap of sin, he also tries to
prevent people from
performing mitzvos... If a
person is lazy... he will end
up being empty of mitzvos.
This is certain. See that
man's nature is to be very
heavy... He doesn't want to
work hard. But if a person
desires to attain avodas
Hashem, he has to be strong

and go against his nature...
and to act with zerizus."

Another  benefit  of
zerizus is that it develops
hislahavus in  people’s
hearts. Mesilas Yesharim
(zrizus 7) explains that it is
human nature to rush to the
matters that a person desires
and yearns for. He adds that
even if a person doesn't
want something, if he rushes
towards it, his external
"rushing" will cause him to
want it. He writes, "If a
person doesn't have a fiery
desire [for Torah and
mitzvos], a good counsel is
to act with zerizus. This will
naturally arouse his desire."

For these reasons,
Avraham taught his children
and descendants the
important trait of zerizus.
The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabba
10:5) states, P8 Sw mwyn 5
v, "All deeds of the
tzaddikim are with zerizus."

This is the reason
Avraham developed the
rocking crib. Before
Avraham, cribs were
stationary. But Avraham
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understood that a rocking
crib will develop zerizus in
his offspring, and zerizus
will result in hislahavus.

The Maharal of Prague
(Nesiv Zerizus, ch.1) explains the
pasuk (Malachim 1, 2:2) 717 [Pt
vx>, "Be strong and become
a man," that if a person
doesn't have zerizus, he isn't

a man. He isn't a human
being.

The Maharal (ibid. ch.2)
writes, "Someone lazy, it's
like he isn't in the world at

all..."s

The Sfas Emes said that
Chazal learned zerizus from
the pasuk (Bereishis 22:3) D2WM

5. Later, the rocking crib became a universally accepted standard.
mwn 0 MNP writes that many things became the custom of the
goyim, without them knowing that their origin comes from
kedushah. The goyim saw that Yidden rock a crib, they thought
that this helps the child sleep, so they adapted this custom. But
the real reason was to train children in the trait of zerizus.

6. The following are some sources:

Beneyahu ben Yehodah is praised as being a ’r°8 12 (Shmuel 2, 23:20)
and Rashi (Divrei HaYamim 1, 11:22) writes, DTN DNX1IWD DTN %33 30 19 %D
i oo 9y, "This is the custom of people. When they see a
person with zrizus, they say, 'This person is fully alive." Benayahu
was called ’r v~ 13, alive, because he had zerizus.

Also, it states (Shmuel 1, 25:6) °1% 12 DpI0R), "Say such for life," and
Rashi writes, "This is a worthy portion for an °r v, which means
a person who is a zariz and is chashuv."

Hashem told Noach to take into the teivah °m71 5o live animals.
Tosfos (Avodah Zarah 6, xox 1) writes that this means i 82191 XYW,
the animals should be entirely healthy and with zrizus.

From these sources, we see that people, and I'havdil, animals,
when they have zrizus, are considered alive. Otherwise, they are
not considered alive.
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9722 o738, "Avraham woke
up early in the morning"
because the important time
for zerizus is in the morning,
when one wakes up.

Rebbe Fishel of Stropkov
zt'l said that sometimes the
Satan will arrange for it to
snow throughout an entire
country, all so that one
person will not awaken
early in the morning. The
Satan knows the great
avodah of tzaddikim who
wake up early to serve
Hashem, and the Satan
knows the immense nachas
ruach this creates in heaven.
So, he arranges tests in this
area. When one understands
this, he will fight with all his
might to overcome this
yetzer hara.

The very first halachah
of Shulchan Aruch is: 223
N N nThaY? 9732 oy N2
Ty Ny, "Be strong like
a lion to get up in the
morning to serve His creator.
He should awaken the
morning." Reb Elya Lopian
zt'l (who placed a lot of effort to
encourage the students of his yeshiva to
awaken early) would often say
that in the future, after 120
years, when a person will
stand before the court in
heaven, the court will open
up a Shulchan Aruch before
him, and read through the
halachos to see whether he
kept them or not. How great
will the embarrassment be if
it is discovered that he didn't
even keep the first halachah

(to awaken early)?7

7. One morning, someone came to the home of Reb Boruch
Yitzchak Freund ztl and found him lying on the ground! Reb
Boruch Yitzchak explained, "He (the yetzer hara) was here today,
when I woke up. He told me that since I'm old and ill, I don't have
to get up. He spoke with wisdom, and I considered accepting his
opinion and remaining in bed. But then I told him, 'I am prepared
to discuss this with you and consider your advice, but not while
I'm lying in bed.' I didn't have the strength to stand up, so I threw
myself down to the ground."

A baal simchah made a chasunah for his child, and in the morning,
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Yosef is the Mashbir (Mashpia ~ yI¥7 DY 527 2w N7 yINg 5y,
of Parnassah) "Yosef - he was the viceroy

It states (42:6) 7w X7 ADM over the land, he was the

he was up early for the minyan. Someone asked him, "Don't you
have a yetzer hara? You were up so late at the chasunah. Why
didn't you sleep in a bit?"

He replied, "In fact, I do have this yetzer hara. He came to me in
the morning and wanted to prevent me from rising early. I told
him, T don't speak before davening,' and I stopped the conversation
right away."

Reb Dovid Povarsky zt'l, rosh yeshivas Ponevezh, would awaken
early every morning and learn in the yeshiva before Shacharis.
One morning, in his older years, he said to the student who
accompanied him to yeshiva, "The Alter came to me this morning."

The student was shocked and asked, "Which Alter? The Alter of
Slabodka or the Alter of Kelm?"

Reb Dovid Povorksy replied, "No, I meant the alter, the old yetzer
hara!" (Alter is Yiddish for old, and the yetzer hara is called >3 151 2, the old,
foolish king.)

"What did the yetzer hara want?" the student asked.

"The yetzer hara wanted to convince me to sleep another five
minutes. I battled him fiercely for those five minutes because I
knew that if I gave in and gave him those five minutes, tomorrow
he would ask for ten minutes, and eventually, he would take
everything away from me."

Reb Noson Vachtfogel zt'l, the mashgiach of Lakewood, once said,
"This morning, I saw two captives. I tried to perform the mitzvah
of pidyon shvuyim, to save them from their imprisonment, but I
failed." People wondered what he was referring to. Where did he
find these captives? He explained, "There were two bachurim who
were captives of the yetzer hara. They didn't want to get up. I
tried to free them from their captivity, but I failed."
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provider to all the people of
the land." In Yosef's merit,
the entire land had
parnassah. It is written in
sefarim (and an early source is the
Midrash), that this was because
Yosef passed the test related
to kedushah. This brings
brachos for parnassah.

Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz
zt'l (vawen s 77 wmp yw) quotes
the Midrash that Yosef was
rewarded to be the financial
supporter for the entire land
in the merit of passing his
test. He explains that Chazal
are translating 9avinn, "the
supporter" as 2awnn, "the one
who broke". Yosef broke the
yetzer hara, and therefore,
he was rewarded with being
the supporter of the country
and of his family. He was
the oy mo 73, the tzaddik
in whose merit the world
was supported and fed.

The Gemara (Kiddushin 40a)
states, "Whoever had a
nisayon of arayos and was
saved, a miracle will happen
to him." The Gemara learns
this from the pasuk (Tehillim
103200 137 %P2 viwh M7 by,
"Who do His bidding, to

obey the voice of His will."
The Maharsha explains that
the tzaddikim 37 %y, pass
tests and do Hashem's will.
Therefore, ™37 %P3 yord,
Hashem will listen to their
tefillos and perform miracles
for them.

The Beis Avraham said
that it is alluded to in this
week's parashah 43:31) poxmn
oy ww Ny, "He withheld
himself, and said 'serve
food." He explains that
when one is poxnm, holds
back from aveiros, the
reward is o W, parnassah,
for all his needs.

Rokeach writes,
"Therefore, close your eyes
from looking at bad... If you
refrain, you will merit to be
like Yosef."

Maalas HaMiddos (Midas
Yetzer Hara) writes, "Whoever
was tested with a yetzer
hara and he refrains because
of his love to Hashem, and
not because he fears people,
he will merit to become
great (w»b o). Know that it
is so, because Yosef attained
greatness after he refrained
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from an aveirah from his
mistress, the wife of
Potiphar."

Similarly, the Midrash
(Bereishis Rabba 90:3) States, "For
every limb that one refrains
from an aveirah, he merits

honor and greatness on this
limb."

Shevet Halevi (parashas
Vayeshev) discusses the Rashi
at the beginning of parashas
Vayeshev that states that
Yaakov wanted to dwell in
peace, oy 5w w4y yop, and
then he suffered from the
loss of Yosef. Shevet HaLevi
explains that Yaakov wanted
to dwell in peace and
tranquility =~ because  he

figured that it would be
better for his avodas
Hashem. But when he saw
the high levels Yosef attained
specifically due to the
difficult tests he had, he
understood that he shouldn't
seek peace and tranquility.
Facing and passing difficult
tests is living on a higher
level s

Shabbos Chanukah

Reb Henoch of Alexander
zt'l (Chashava 1'Tovah) taught,
"The good Yidden (tzaddikim)
say that this Shabbos is a
great Shabbos, and on this
Shabbos, one can attain
clarity in emunah

8. When Yosef passed the test, it states »», he refused to sin.
There is a n>w%w on top of W, which is a trop that goes up, and
up, higher and higher. The Divrei Shmuel zt'l explains that a
person can work for his parnassah all day and into the night, but
still struggle with his parnassah. When does his mazal change and
everything turns around? That is when he is presented with an
exception financial opportunity, and earns ten times what he
invests. The same can be said with avodas Hashem. There are
times when one can perform a good deed, and the reward will be
enormous. It is a moment of greatness, which doesn’t present
itself all the time. This happens specifically when one passes tests.
Therefore, there is a n>w>w over the word m. When Yosef passed
this test, he rose to very high levels.
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b’Hashem." He explains that
every Shabbos teaches us
emunah, as it states (Shemos
31:13) °3 NYT; .. 1WA NN3Y NN N

Sabbaths! ... to know that I
am Hashem..." Chanukabh is
also a time of learning
emunah and believing in

79, " "Only keep My  His miracles® When both

9. Yosef said (41:16) 7o oow nx M 058 17993, "Not I, Hashem will
give an answer that will bring peace to Pharaoh."

And Yosef said (41:28) y72 ny N7 My RN W, "What Hashem is
about to do, He has shown to Pharaoh."

Shlah Hakadosh (vo my) writes, "See how Hashem's name was
always on Yosef HaTzaddik's lips. He attributed the greatness to
Hashem. He said, 'Who am I? I am a nobody. It is Hashem Who
gave me this honor.' This is a great mussar: A person, with
everything he does, should praise his Creator. Hashem alone has
the greatness, strength, and kingship; everything is His."

Rebbe Yankele of Antwerp (Pshevorsk) zt'l brought proof that
shidduchim are from heaven. He said it with humor to bring out
his point. He said, "There are two Yaakovs: Yaakov Avinu and
me, Yankele. Shouldn't it be that my shver (father-in-law) be Lavan
the rasha, and Yaakov Avinu's shver Rebbe Itzikel of Pshevorsk (a
great tzaddik)? Shouldn’t the great tzaddik, Yaakov Avinu, receive
a fitting shver? How did it happen that the opposite happened,
that I received a holy shver, and Yaakov Avinu became son-in-law
of Lavan the rasha? This proves that shidduchim are from Heaven,
and as Hashem desires it, that is what will be."

He said this to a person who was turning down every shidduch
because he felt that he was too honored and respected, and he
couldn't do a regular shidduch. Rebbe Yankele was telling him to
lower his head and accept the shidduch that Hashem chooses for
him.

For our purposes, this story is a reminder that everything, including
shidduchim, is from Hashem. Everything is from Hashem, and we

should recognize that and praise Hashem for everything we do
and achieve, because everything is from Him.
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come together on Shabbos
Chanukah, it is a very special
time to acquire emunah in
Hashem.?

The Meor Einayim (Mikeitz)
writes, "Hashem gave
Shabbos to the Jewish nation
so we can be close to Him.
When one keeps Shabbos,
all his sins are forgiven.

However, it is hard to tap
into the holiness of Shabbos
because it is so exalted. maw
is Hashem's name, how can
a person ascend to this high

place?  On  Chanukah,
Hakadosh  Baruch  Hu,
keviyachol, ~comes down

lower than ten tefachim to
the people at very low levels

10. In Lecha Dodi we say >mw " 9% 832 =i myni. The Beis
Avraham zt'l teaches that 7% and >mw allude to the light of
Chanukah. This is because 7mx can be read as for 77, the light of
Chanukah, which is placed lower than twenty amos (7 is twenty).
And »x stands for » ¥, that the Chanukah lecht must be higher
than ten tefachim ( is gematria ten). It hints at the great light of
Chanukah, and therefore, it states *mynmynn, awaken! These are
great holy lights that illuminate the world. Let's awaken and lean
into this unique opportunity!

A chasid came to Rebbe Asher of Stolin zt'l for Shabbos Chanukah.
It was also rosh chodesh. In the afternoon, this chasid slept on a
bench in the beis medresh. Every few moments, he woke up and
said with love, "Ah, Shabbos! Shabbos!" A few moments later, he
said, "Ah, Shabbos Chanukah." A short while later, he awoke
again and said, "Ah, Shabbos rosh chodesh!" The son of Rebbe
Asher (the Beis Aharon zt'l) saw this, and he quickly called his father
to the beis medresh to see how this chasid slept. The rebbe came
and watched this chasid for a while and said, TN X ™ 9 pOROY "N,
"He definitely sleeps like a Yid!"

Even if someone feels that this level is distant from him, the story
is a reminder of how the early chasidim would invest in the special

days of the year. Even in their sleep, they remembered and felt
the kedushah of the day.
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and draws them up so they
too can experience Shabbos.
This is the explanation of
TR PRI Mawa PR PRY M
mouna, 'Wicks that one can't
use on Shabbos, one may
light with them on
Chanukah.! The  wicks
represent people, Pp>T PRY
mawa, who don’t become
illuminated on Shabbos,
7oA 11 pphTd, they  can
become illuminated on
Chanukah. Hashem,
keviyachol, lowers Himself
down to the person and
kindles his neshamah."

Reb Yisrael of Ruzhin
zy'a would repeat in the

name of his father, Reb
Shalom Shachna of
Prohovitch zy'a, that the

Shabbosim until Chanukah
are alluded to in the words
(Bereishis 1:2) 12Y W10 757 YINT,
"The earth was astonishingly
empty..." Even the
Shabbosim at the beginning
of the year lack an element
of shine and brilliance. But
when Chanukah comes, it
states, "N D’P5N 9NN,
"Hashem said, there should
be light," as from then on,

one can more easily attach

himself to the holiness of
Shabbos.

Rosh Chodesh

In the Musaf of Rosh
chodesh, we say, DwIn "WX"
omTn 55 o oy oM ey,
"You gave Rosh chodesh to
Your nation, a forgiveness
for all their m75n." The Beis
Yosef (Tur 423) writes that
om ™1 means deeds. Rosh
Chodesh atones for all the
bad deeds we might commit
throughout the coming
month, N»w 0 owss nywn, "to
save their souls from the
enemy." The enemy is the
yetzer hara. In the merit of
Rosh Chodesh, Hashem
saves us from our enemy,
the yetzer hara.

Hashem promised
Avraham that (Bereishis 15:15)
2w w3 9apn, that he will be
buried at an old age. Reb
Shamshon Ostropoler zt'l (in
his commentary on sefer Karnayim 6:1)
says that the first letters of
mw ws apn spell  nmaw.
Hashem hinted to Avraham
Avinu that he will be niftar
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on Rosh Chodesh Teves.
There are three great merits
and kedushos on this day. It
is Chanukah, it is Rosh
Chodesh, and it carries the
merits of Avraham Avinu,
too, because it is his
yahrtzeit.

Avraham davened for
Sedom, but the cities were
overturned. Lot davened for
Tzoar, and it was saved. We
can  explain,  b'derech
tzachus, that this is because
Lot began his tefillos by
praising Hashem. He said in
his tefillah (Bereishis 19:19) N3 73377
TN TTOM ST PRI T TP NI
woy NN DR oy mwy, "See
now, Your servant has found
favor in Your eyes, and Your
kindness was great which
You did with me to save my
life..." After this praise, Lot
prayed that Hashem save
Tzoar, and Hashem accepted
his tefillos. This is because a
tefillah that is said amidst
praise is a very powerful
tefillah.

Let’s use this auspicious
time of Chanukah when we
praise Hashem to also ask
Him for all our needs.

Zos Chanukah

Reb Yisrael of Ruzhin zt']
taught, "What tzaddikim
accomplish on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur,

simple Yidden can
accomplish on Zos
Chanukah."

The Vayaged Yaakov (of
Pupa) zt'l said, "Don't feel bad
if you didn't take advantage
of Chanukah until now. Zos
Chanukah means 'This is
Chanukah.'" The peak of
Chanukah is before you,
and you can benefit from
Zos Chanukah immensely."

The Maharal says that
the number seven represents
nature (as there are seven days in the
week, seven notes for music, seven
wisdoms, etc.), and Chanukah is
for eight days because
Chanukah is beyond nature.
Zos Chanukah 1is even
higher because it is double
eight (the eighth day of the eight days
of Chanukah, mymwaw wew). It is a
day of miracles, and even
simple Yidden can draw
yeshuos from this day.
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Throughout the year, we
must construct miracles in
heaven in order to draw
them down. Not everyone
can construct miracles in
heaven; therefore, the
average person  cannot
perform miracles throughout
the year. But on Zos
Chanukah, a time beyond
nature, miracles are prepared
in heaven. All that is needed
is to draw them down.”

opinion, the sequlah is
primarily on Zos
Chanukah."?

Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz
zt'l said that Zos Chanukah
is mesugal for parnassah. He
learned this from the eight
praises we say in 712" (Divrei
HaYamim T 29:11). .(1) 72700 1 0
.(4) T2 .(3) DINOAM L(2) MMM
TTR PINDY DA 55 00 L(5) T

A7) WRIS 505 RWI L(6) oD

o (8) My
The Bnei Yissaschar (Kislev

Teives 2:10) writes, "The earlier
Rabbanim often said that
Chanukah is mesugal for
mapy 0Py, for barren women  to  the

to bear children. In my  Chanukah.

wwm, wealth, is the
eighth praise, corresponding
eighth day of

11. It states (Tehillim 92:7) NNt IR P2 8 202 y7 N> w3 vx, "A boorish
man does not know; neither does a fool understand 5 p2> 8> "8
nxt can be explained that he doesn’t understand the significance
of 11omm NNt

nNe Yoowr o 1%, if you were wise, you would understand the
importance of mwn nNy, and M3 Ax N8, in the merit of Zos
Chanukah, I trust and will experience Hashem's salvation.

Rebbe Shlomo (the first Rebbe) of Bobov zt'l said that the miracles of
monn e are alluded to in the pasuk NNy APy NI NI INT 7 T OND,
wonders occur on ;U N

12. Rebbe Aharon of Belz zt'l would repeat this idea from the Bnei
Yissaschar every year at his Zos Chanukah tisch.
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The other days of
Chanukah are also mesugal
for parnassah, as the Arugas
HaBosem zt'l (Vayigash) teaches
on the pasuk (Bereishis 45:5) >
oo3pb PN Irdw b, "for the
sake of parnassah, nov,
Hashem sent me before
you..." The word »rbw is
roshei tetvos 3w o 3 PR
o, “To light the candles of
Chanukah eight days.”®

On Zos Chanukah, Rebbe
Yisrael of Ruzhin zt'l saw
chassidim playing dreidel
with money. The Rebbe
said, "Play. What a person
earns during Chanukah, he
might lose. But what one
gains on Zos Chanukah, he
won't lose. It will remain
with him forever."

The Beis Aharon (p42)
writes, "The primary miracle
occurred on the eighth day.

Although there was a
miracle for all seven days,
the primary miracle was the
eighth day, because it is
above seven. As people say
about miracles, 'Miracles are
above this world."

The Ostrovtza zt'l said
that the miracle that a lamp
can remain lit for seven days
had happened before. Sarah
Imeinu's  Shabbos  lecht
remained lit all week, from
erev  Shabbos to erev
Shabbos. But a miracle that
lasted eight days happened
only by the Chanukah
miracle. The eighth day
revealed to everyone that it
was above nature. It revealed
that also the first seven days
were a miracle beyond
nature.

Every day of Chanukah,
we read in the Sefer Torah

13. Chazal say that a kameia (amulet) that heals people doesn't
accomplish anything for an animal. The Meiri explains this because
the kameia doesn't work if one doesn't believe in it.

We have to believe in these days and in the miracles and salvations
we can attain from them, and then they will have the desired

effect.
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the end of Parshas Naso
which discusses the
korbanos that the nesi'im
brought during the chanukas
hamizbeach in the desert. On
the eighth day, we read all
the remaining korbanos of
the nesi'im, and we conclude
with the pesukim that
discuss the menorah (which is
written at the beginning of parashas
Behaloscha) TW3T PN 0p3, etc.
On the final day of
Chanukah, we read in the
Torah about the o3, which
is  directly related to
Chanukah. This is another
indication that the primary
day of the miracle was the
final day, the eighth day.*

The Beis Aharon writes,
"l think the eight lamps of
Chanukah are of the same
concept as  py  orow.
Tzaddikim say Zos

Chanukah is the mom 9
when we are inscribed for a
good year."

Parashas Emor (Vayikra 23)
talks about the yomim tovim,
concluding with Succos and
Shemini Atzeres. Then, the
Torah discusses the menorah
(see Vayikra 24:2). The Rokeach
says that the menorah,
mentioned after the yomim
tovim, hints at Chanukah.
Chanukah is written after
Succos, so it is compared to
Succos. Just as Succos is for
eight days, so is Chanukah
for eight days.

Accordingly, the final
day of Chanukah represents
Shemini Atzeres.

Rashi (vayikra 23:36) explains
the essence of Shemini
Atzeres: "It can be compared

14. It is nice to receive the aliyah of shlishi on Zos Chanukah
because we read there about the immense wealth donated to the
Beis HaMikdash for chanukas habayis. We say there (Bamidbar 7:84)
Y DNW 3 MBD WY DY AR P 1wy onw Ao nwp, "There were
twelve silver bowls, twelve silver basins and twelve gold spoons..."
and so on. However, remember that many brachos come from
being mevater, too. So, it certainly isn't worthwhile to fight over

this aliyah.
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to a king who invited his
children for a meal for
several days. When it was
time for his children to
leave, the king said, 'My
children, please, remain
with me one more day. nwp
oonIe *%y, it’'s hard for me
when you leave."

Similarly, after seven
days of Chanukah, Hashem
says to the Jewish nation, "I
enjoyed your mitzvos so
much. Your Chanukah lecht,
your Hallel, your Al
HaNisim... Stay with me
one more day. It's hard for
Me when you leave."®

About Shemini Atzeres,
the Zohar (vol3, 32) states, "At
this joyous time, the Jewish
people are alone with the
King. And when one is alone

with the king, whatever he
asks for will be given to
him." We can say that the
same applies to Zos
Chanukah. Whatever we
ask Hashem for on this day
will be granted.

The Beis Aharon zt'l
teaches that we should say
Tehillim  on  Chanukah.
Certainly, one should say
Tehillim on 7um NN

The Yismach Yisrael
(Chanukah 53) says that when
the Torah says ns, it refers
to something one can see
with his eyes. 'Smoum nn
means the kedushah is so
great on this day that
tzaddikim can physically
see it. "But this revelation is
only for the perfect
tzaddikim. It states (Tenillim

15. This can be another answer to Beis Yosef's renowned question.
True, Chanukah should be for seven days because there was
enough oil for the first day, but Hashem requests that we keep an
extra day, an eighth day, because it is hard for Hashem to part

with us.

16. It states (Shemos 12:2) 0% m woni, and Chazal explain that mn
indicates that Hashem showed Moshe the new moon. Because
when it says m, it refers to something visible.
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11823), NN 1R T DN, we
believe that Hashem gives
this revelation on moum NN
however, wyya nxooy N7, we
can’t see it... Although we
don’t see or feel this special
revelation, we are happy for
the tzaddikim, for we believe
that they see it, and we
rejoice in their joy."

3 130N 0D MW INY (Tehillim
41:12). The Yismach Yisrael
explains nx13, since You gave
us mour nnt, I know that You
desire me and that You want
to grant me goodness and
kindness.”

Chanukah All Year Round

The Beis Aharon (p45:)
said, "Once, on Zos
Chanukah, my father [Rebbe
Asher of Stolin zt'l] asked

his chassidim to sing, 7>y 1717
=gy ielelal ]537 19T 72NN 100D,
'We will return to you,
masechta Chanukah, and
return to us, masechta
Chanukah." The Beis
Aharon adds, "Who am I to
explain my father's words?"

We certainly aren't on
the level to grasp the depths
of Rebbe Asher of Stolin's
ideas and lessons, but one
aspect of it could mean that
we want to draw the
impression of Chanukah for
the rest of the year. At the
end of Zos Chanukah, we
completed all the mitzvos of
the holiday. We pray 15y 1777,
that the light of Chanukah
should return to us. The
spiritual impressions we
gained on Chanukah and

17. The Divrei Chaim zt'l explains that there was a time when the
yomim tovim from the Torah were sufficient, but the Chachamim
understood that in the later generations, Yidden needed more
holidays to help them survive in galus. This is why they added
Chanukah and Purim.

These additions aren't solely for ruchniyos. They are for gashmiyos
too. We wouldn’t survive the galus, even with respect to gashmiyos,
without Chanukah and Purim; therefore, the Chachamim
established these holidays.
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the miracles we attained
should return and remain
with us all year long.®

The Sfas Emes (Chanukah
5637) teaches that the purpose

of a miracle is so that we
should never forget that
Hashem loves us and leads
us in a special, unique way
beyond the rules of nature.
Hashem could save us from

18. Once, Reb Shmuel Minkus zt'l felt that he needed chizuk in
avodas Hashem, so he went to the marketplace to seek out someone
who could take him to Liadi, where his rebbe, the Baal HaTanya
zt'l, lived. A merchant of hard drinks (vodka, etc.) told him he was
traveling in that direction, but he only had space in the wagon's
uncovered section next to the spirits' barrels.

Reb Shmuel agreed and got on. It was cold in the uncovered
wagon, and Reb Shmuel asked for permission to drink some
vodka from the barrels to warm up. Permission was granted.

When Reb Shmuel came to the Baal HaTanya, he said shalom
aleichem and tzeischem I'shalom simultaneously.

"You just came!" the Baal HaTanya said. "Why are you leaving
already?”

"l came because I needed chizuk in avodas Hashem. However, I got
my inspiration on the way here. Therefore, I can go home now."

The Baal HaTanya asked, "What inspiration did you get?"

Reb Shmuel said, "I sat among barrels of alcohol, but the barrels
didn’t warm me up. I only warmed up when I drank the alcohol.
I learned from this that it isn't sufficient to learn chassidic ideas.
To warm up, one must allow these ideas to seep in and become
part of his being."

In reference to Chanukah, now is the time to think about what we
acquired over Chanukah and consider how we can take those
lessons, attitudes, and inspiration along with us for the entire
year.
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all troubles without
performing miracles, but
Hashem prefers to perform
miracles at times so we can
remember our special
connection with Him. When
the impression and
inspiration of a miracle
weaken over time, Hashem
brings on another problem
and then another miracle
and salvation, so we will
never forget Hashem's love
for us.

The nes Chanukah was
the final miracle (see an indication
of this from Yoma 29.). The Sfas
Emes says that this means
we don't need another
miracle toreceive inspiration.
There is enough inspiration
and awareness of Hashem's
love for wus from the
Chanukah miracle to last us
throughout the long galus.

We quote the Sfas Emes:

"Hashem doesn't
necessarily need to perform
miracles to save us because
He can arrange for the
enemies not to harm us...
Rather, the purpose of the
miracles is to show Bnei

Yisrael that Hashem leads
them above the rules of
nature. The miracles are
uniquely the portion of Bnei
Yisrael. The four malchiyos
(galus) are so that Bnei Yisrael
will always need miracles.
And when Hakadosh Baruch
Hu performed a miracle for
our forefathers, they
received chiyus, inspiration,
from it. They recognized
that Hashem protects them
and leads them with rules
above nature. When the
inspiration from one miracle
wore off - the miracle
became old to them due to
the heavy galus - they
needed another miracle to
inspire them, and Hashem
performed another miracle
for them. This was the
pattern  that  recurred
repeatedly in galus. After
the Chanukah  miracle,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu didn't
perform another revealed
nes for Bnei Yisrael. This
proves that the inspiration
from the Chanukah miracles
continues to shine... it has
new inspiration for us, until
the coming of Moshiach,
speedily in our days, when
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Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
perform new miracles for
us. 1oun, from the word T,
means newness because this
miracle is always new to us
until  Moshiach  comes,
speedily in our days."

Moshiach

Chesed L'Avraham (Rebbe
Avraham of Radomsk zt') States
that Zos Chanukah is
mesugal for hastening the
redemption because this
day we read mami nonm oy
NN MWD O3 (Bamidbar 7:84) and
nwnn is similar to the word
.

Another hint to mw» is
from mour ow v o7, The
first letters spell mw.

The gematriya of the
letters " on the dreidel is
mwn.

It states in this week's
parashah (41:14) X" 7Y MW

M3 12 1 Ao X, "Pharaoh
summoned, and he called
Yosef, and he was rushed
out of the dungeon." The
Siforno writes, "[Yosef was
saved quickly, as it states
1My, they rushed him out],
like all of Hashem's
salvations  that happen
quickly and immediately.
As it states (Yeshayah 56:1), >
N5 nyw mamp, 'My salvation
is near.! This is what
happened in Mitzrayim, as
it states (Shemos 12:39) W9
osny, 'they were banished
from Mitzrayim.' Chazal tell
us that their dough didn’t
have time to rise before the
King of kings, Hakadosh
Baruch, redeemed them.
This will also occur in the
future, as it states (Malachi 3:1),
DIIN R PTINT 927 5N N1 DINODY
owpan, 'Suddenly, he will
come to his heichal, the
master (Moshiach) whom you
await.' May it be speedily in
our days.
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We share the following amazing story, as recently
shared with us by the Rosenberg family from New
York:

My son went on a trip as a reward for completing
several Masechtos. He and my husband davened
vasikin and left on a three-hour trip. While my son
was high up on a mountain, he slipped off a 50-foot
cliff and landed on his head. The rescue team was
dispatched by helicopter. It was a nes in its own that
my son was still able to communicate his location to
the rescue team before his brain started bleeding and
he slipped into a coma. He was flown to the hospital.
The doctor's prognosis was bleak, and they prepared
us for the worst ch”v. They warned that even if he
ever woke up, his condition would be terrible. This
was on the 21% day of Kislev.

Sitting next to my son in the ICU, I remembered
that I had read in the Torah Wellsprings about a baby
who was born without a stomach. The doctors gave
her a zero chance of survival, but, after receiving a
bracha from Rebbe Itzikel of Pshevorsk zt'l, they
experienced a miraculous Yeshuah on Chanuka. Reb
Itzikel commented later, "When the girl was born, and
I spoke with the father, I understood from the father
that it was impossible for the girl to survive. Therefore,
I waited until there was an eis ratzon, the first night
of Chanukah, and I pierced the heavens with my
tefillos until I felt that I brought a yeshuah for this
girl."

I decided then and there that this was our cure. We
were in the right month. Chanukah was coming! He
would recover!
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My son was in a deep coma, but we ordered new
eyeglasses because he lost the old ones. We overnighted
them because we were getting ready for the big nes
that was going to come. I also bought him a new winter
jacket. My family thought we were crazy. I kept saying
we were getting ready to bring home my son, but the
doctor spoke of brain damage. The doctors complained
to my husband that I am acting as though I don't
understand English because I'm not reacting to their
terrible prediction. I ignored them, knowing that
Chanukah is coming. Instead, we davened, we looked
for zechusim, and waited for Hanukkah to begin.

My son's situation grew worse. My son listened to
the sound of his family lighting the menorah the first
three nights, but with no reaction, no response. He
was in a deep coma. I sat next to him and cried. I
believed that only a nes would save my child, and the
world davened for him without let up.

And then on the fourth night of Chanukah, my son
opened his eyes. By the fifth night of Chanukah, he
was off the respirator. He did not even have one
broken bone! The doctors could not explain any of it.
By Zos Chanukah, our son was eating, talking, reading,
and growing stronger every day. There was, Baruch
Hashem, no brain damage whatsoever!

It is now three years from his amazing nes, and we
decided to publicize our story so that everyone should
realize the tremendous koach that lies in these lechtige
days of Chanukah.
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